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Government Bill, by which its re-introdaction into the House of
Commons may be prevented. Second, The incorporation of thf
general practitioners into a College by Act of Parliament. Third,
The recognition of the elective franchise in appointing the govern-
ing councils of our colleges. Fourth, Uniform protection to all
qualified practitioners of the United Kingdom. And the as-

sembly trust that the general practitioners in the counties will
unanimously and zealously co-operate with them to obtain the

recognition of those essential principles."

CORK.

AT a meeting of the Cork Medical Society, held at the Cork
Royal Institution, on Wednesday, the 27th November, 1844,-
the President, J. R. HARVEY, Esq., M.D., in the chair,-the fol-
lowing resolutions, amongst others, were unanimously adopted :-

" That we regard with much satisfaction the spirit in which
Sir James Graham has introduced into parliament A Bill for

the better regulation of Medical Practice,’ and has solicited the
opinion of the profession generally upon its propositions.

" That in framing a legislative measure for regulating medical
practice, it is essential to provide for the preparations of medicines,
and compounding the prescriptions of physicians and surgeons,
by persons specially educated and duly qualified for the purpose,
and as the usages of the profession in Ireland have hitherto pre-
served the distinction between the practice of physic and surgery,
and the department of the apothecary or pharmaceutist, as also
the effect of the Apothecaries’ Act of 1815, in England, has been

. to degrade a learned profession to the level of a trade,-it is our
unanimous opinion, that the usefulness and respectability of the
several sections of the medical profession, and the interests of
society, will be best secured by continuing to maintain that dis-
tinction which experience has shewn to be both practical and
necessary.

" That we consider the creation of an inferior class of medical
practitioners, as proposed in the 14th and 28th clauses of the
bill, to be a dangerous principle, because any measure of medical
reform can never uphold the integrity of the profession, nor
secure proper advantages to the public, which does not enforce a
high and uniform standard of education for all persons engaged in

. the practice of medicine and surgery."

WELSHPOOL.

A MEETING of the medical practitioners in the county of Mont-
gomery was held at the Royal Oak Inn, Welsh pool, on Wednes-
day last. The chair was taken by Dr. Johnes, of Garthmill.
Mr. Slyman, of Newtown; Mr. Barrett, and Mr. Thompson
Hampson, of Welshpool; Mr. Pritchard, of Llanfyllin ; and Mr.
Wilding, of Montgomery, addressed the meeting, which was of
opinion that the intended bill was not adequate either to afford
protection to the public or promote the interests of the medical

profession. For the council of education to be effective, it ought
to contain a due proportion of general practitioners, who consti-
tute at least nineteen-twentieths of the whole profession ; in fact,
that the education, examination, and government of the general
practitioners should be intrusted to those who have a direct in-
terest in promoting their scientific attainments, and maintaining
their respectable position in society. The meeting viewed with
alarm that portion of the bill which purposes to legalize quackery,
and considered that some simple means of restraint should be
adopted against any persons who may presume to practise with-
out being duly licensed. It was the unanimous opinion of the
meeting that the want of protection would fall heavier upon the
public than upon the profession, as it would expose the commu-
nity to the impositions of.ignorant pretenders to medical skill,
and, in thinly-populated districts, drive the regular and well-
educated practitioner from the field.
- Petitions to parliament were agreed upon, and a committee
was formed to wait upon the members connected with the county
of Montgomery, to desire their support on the occasion. Votes
of thanks were given to the editor of THE LANCET, and also to
the editors of The Times, and other newspapers, for their support
of the interests of the profession ; and the same was tendered to
Dr. Johnes, for his conduct in the chair.

NAVAL MEDICAL SUPPLEMENTAL FUND.

I A MEETING of the medical officers of the Royal Navy took
place yesterday, at the Freemasons’ Tavern, at which Sir Wil-
liam Burnett, K.C.H., F.R.S., Sir R. Dobson, M.D., F.R.S., Dr.
.Nisbet, Dr. Rowlands, Dr. Espie, Dr. Bell, Dr. M’Keekni@,
Dr. Simpson, Dr. Prior, Dr. Veitch, Mr. Ancell, Mr. Hallett,

Dr. Robertson, and a number of the medical corps, were present.
- own the proposition of Sir R. Dobson, Sir William Burnett, the
head of the Medical Department, was called to the chair.

Sir W. BURNETT, in commencing the business of the meeting,
said he wished to explain that they had met there to receive the
report of a committee appointed at the last general meeting, in
conjunction with a former committee, to consider what was
necessary to be done in the present state of the society. They
would hear from the secretary, who would read the report, what
was proposed. He begged to call their attention to the position
in which the society was unfortunately placed. It was abso-

lutely necessary that something should be done to save it from
utter ruin, and it appeared to him that the only remedy was
that suggested in the report. The receipts of the society at the
last audit were 8,2801., while the actual expenditure was 8,2361.,
leaving a surplus only of 441. This state of affairs could not by
any possibility be allowed to continue. The directors had been
informed that it was necessary to sell out a certain small portion
of the funds to carry on the present payments to the widows,
before the next quarter’s subscriptions were available. It had
not arisen from any arrears, but chiefly from the half-pay abate-
ments not having come in so soon as usual, and from circum-
stances over which they had no control; and it was also owing to
a heavy quarter and the very large number of annuitants.
Mr. CRANDELL, the secretary, then read the report, which was

very voluminous, extending to nearly a hundred closely written
folio pages. It was the result of the labours of a committee,
nominated at a general meeting in April, 1843, to act with a
committee named by the directors. It should be explained, that
soon after the fund had been established, in the year 1817, the
premiums for insurance, which were fixed much lower than
any other institution, (taking into account the auxiliary resources
from the weekly contributions, but irrespective of the great
liabilities of the fund, from the exposure of its members to all
climates of the world,) were reduced two-thirds in the annual
amount, while the annuities for the widows of deceased members
continued the same. In course of time, the additional claims on
the fund from the mortality of its members, became much greater
as their income diminished, and the money that had been accu-
mulating in its early stages was insufficient to meet the demands.
To remedy this at a subsequent period, in 1829, the premiums of
insuring members were increased to double the amount; but
neither the two-thirds which were then paid, nor even the
original amount, could be sufficient to rescue the fund from the
drain which it had suffered in its earlier stages; and as every
succeeding year added to its obligations, without increasing its
assets in proportion, it was thought necessary that some decided
steps should be taken to preserve it from running itself entirely
out. Several propositions were made with this view, but certain
directors could never be brought to adopt them, and despite the
exertions of Sir William Burnett, Sir R. Dobson, and many other
disinterested friends of the fund, it has continued in its downward
course until the present time, when, it appears, nothing but the
apparently harsh, but imperatively just, measure of reducing the
annuities of the widows one-third-that is, from 401. per annum
to 26l. 13s. 4d.-can save it. This measure has met with much
opposition from one or two members of the medical corps, and on
the last general meeting, among other propositions, was that of
Dr. Anderson, to ascertain whether the persons insured could
not be compelled to pay to the full amount of the tabular pre-
miums, and the arrears of such amount, from the period of their
first insurance. The legal opinion which the committee, in the
report, states has been taken, is against such a measure. Dr.
Richardson, of Haslar Hospital, at that meeting also prescribed a.
string of propositions for its recovery, or the future guidance of
a new institution, transferring the direction of the fund from eX-
officio members to members of the corps, to be chosen annually,
not to exceed three or four, and to be remunerated; an actuary,
a regular paid officer, to be appointed; and in the formation of a
new society, to be optional with the medical officers to join it or
not, and the sense of the corps to be ascertained preparatory to
steps being taken to wind up the old, or for the formation of the
new. The report of the committee, in a very forcible and satis-
factory manner, disposes of all these propositions, and lucidly
explains what has been done, and what is necessary to be done.
At the suggestion of the Earl of Haddington, who, as First Lord
of the Admiralty, is patron of the fund, they have taken the
opinion of the law officers of the Crown; and upon that opinion
the Hon. Sidney Herbert, the Secretary to the Admiralty, ordered
to be prepared the draft of a bill to be obtained from parliament
at the next session, to give them the necessary powers to make
the requisite reduction and amendments in the rules of the insti-
tution, which will differ only in the following respects:-Nine
of the directors are to be- chosen by the body-at large, thFOO.’&Ograve;f
whom are to vacate annually, and the vacancies thus occasioned
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are to be filled up; five, instead of seven, as heretofore, to form
a quorum, one of the parties being a trustee, or, in his absence,
some one as his representative. The accounts of the society are
to be audited every year by the auditors of the society and a paid
accountant, and a statement of the pecuniary account of the

society is to be printed on the 1st of August in every year, every
member being entitled to a copy on application to the secretary.
A valuation of the liabilities and assets of the society to be made
by an actuary every five years, and if the fund should be in pos-
session of more assets than may be sufficient to provide for the
total of its liabilities, the surplus is to be applied in reduction of
the annual premiums, or in the increase of the widows’ an-

nuities, as the president and directors may deem most expedient.
- own the report having been read,

Dr. DAVID ROWLANDS moved a resolution, thanking the
committee for their services, and to the effect of adopting the
measures recommended in the report, as the on;y means which,
after a laborious investigation, they state, can be devised to
secure to the society the requisite stability. This was seconded
by Dr. Brien, and after considerable discussion, in which Dr.
Veitch, Sir W. Burnett, Dr. Robertson, Dr. Brien, Dr. Nisbet,
and others, took a part, was finally adopted.

(Press of matter prevents our inserting in full the discussion
that took place at this meeting.)-ED. L.

ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.
Tuesday, November 26, 1844.

DR. GORDON IN THE CHAIR. 

CASE OF IMMENSE ACCUMULATION OF INDURATED F&AElig;CES IN 

THE RECTUM, AND COMPLETE SUPPRESSION OF THE ALVINE
EVACUATIONS FOR A MONTH.

By EDWARD HOCKEN, M.D., Physician to the Blenheim-street
Dispensary.

THE patient was first seen by the author, in consultation with
Mr. Whidborne, of Queen-square, on the 10th of June, 1844.
She was much emaciated and exhausted; the pulse 136 in the
minute, and very feeble. Complaints were made of severe agony
in the rectum and lower part of the belly. which latter was dis-
tended, firm, and highly intolerant of pressure. No faeces had
been passed for a month; and injections, which had been fre-
quently used, came away only slightly coloured. Food was re-
jected, by vomiting, a few minutes after it was swallowed, and
even liquids rarely remained on the stomach. The vomited mat-
ters had been dark and offensive some few weeks previously, and
during the course of the complaint there had been an offensive
discharge from the vagina. There were frequent efforts to go to
stool, from the exhibition of purgatives, which occasioned the
most frightful agony, and eversion of the mucous membrane
through the sphincter. On examination, the rectum was found
to be completely blocked up, and enormously distended by indu-
rated fseces to within an inch of the anus, bulging into and nearly
obliterating the vagina. The rectum was, however, so intolerant
of the slightest touch, that an opiate suppository, and a draught
with hyoscyamus were directed, to prepare the parts for further
proceedings, the author intending to obtain the advice and assist-
ance of Mr. Storks in the interval.
History.-Three months before, the patient fell over a tray

whilst nursing an infant, by which her thighs were widely and
violently separated. The accident occasioned much pain, fol-
lowed by menorrhagia, constipation, and the formation of in-
durated lumps, which were passed with much pain and difficulty,
This increased till about a month ago, (from June 10th,) since
which there has not been the slightest alvine evacuation per rec-
tum. During her illness she has been attended by several
medical men, some of whom attributed the symptoms to 

" cancer,"
and others to a tumour pressing upon and obliterating the rectum.
Preparations of opium had been used generally and locally; fre-
quent enemata, and occasional purgatives.
June llth.-The author met Messrs. Storks and Whidborne in

consultation. The patient, who was almost incapable of standing
from weakness, was placed at the foot of the bed, her feet on the
ground, and the trunk of the body at right angles with the thighs,
lying on the bed. By means of a lithotomy scoop and the finger,
Mr. Storks succeeded, with some difficulty, and much pain to the
patient, in breaking down and removing portion after portion of
the indurated mass ; some of these lumps, of about three inches
in diameter, which had been placed transversely in the rectum-
until the gut was emptied, as far as could be felt. It was then
washed out by a powerful stream of water from a syringe. The
portions brought away were very considerable in quantity,
of a most firm and unyielding description, and of a dark-
brown colour. It required very considerable force to remove
some of these masses, so that the sphincter was slightly rup-

tured at its posterior part, and the patient suffered much pain
from the operation. Haif-ounce doses of castor-oil, with fi-ve
minims of liquor opii sedativ., were ordered every three hours,
and simple enemata, with olive oil, every four hours. In the

evening, the patient appeared much improved, and brought off a
considerable quantity of dark liquid faeces, with numerous in-
durated lumps, apparently moulded in the cells of the colon;
abdomen very intolerant of pressure. A flannel wrung out in
hot water, and then saturated with purified oil of turpentine, ta
be applied, and to continue as before. About forty masses of in-
durated fasces were passed with the motions, the following day.
On the 13th and 14th, the patient suffered much from severe
pain and tenderness in the hypogastric region, and along the
course of the rectum, for which leeches, counter-irritation, opiate
enemata, and calomel and opium, were used, with a poultice to,
the anus. She was much better on the 15th ; a large quantity of
dark bilious matter having been discharged from the bowels.
Acute inflammation of the vagina, with ulceration and oedema of
the vulva, came on, on the 16th, the uterus was low down,
swollen, and tender. This condition, with more or less relief,
continued till the 25th, when she went into the Middlesex
Hospital. During the whole time, the bowels were freely relieved;
and on the 24th, she had two stools of fluid, fseculent matter, of a
healthy colour, and unattended by pain or tenesmus.

In a note to the author, Mr. Arnott has given an account of
the case up to the 22nd of August. The inflammation of the
vagina had continued, but from the complaints and resistance of
the patient, it had been found impossible to use injections, and
the vagina had become partially closed by adhesions. The
uterus felt enlarged and indurated from the rectum, and there
was an offensive discharge from the vagina; hence, Mr. Arnott
inferred that malignant disease of the womb existed. The author
remarked that it was curious that so many medical men had
attended the patient without discovering the true nature of the
complaint. He attributed this to their all having examined the
patient per vaginam, and not by rectum. The value of the opera-
tion was seen by the restoration of the alvine evacuations, and
the relief of the symptoms, for throughout the course of the com-
plaint there was a remarkable discrepancy between the severity
of the pain complained of, and the quiet and favourable aspect of
the symptoms. The impression of the author, from examinations
per vaginam, was, that scirrhus did not exist ; but, if it were

present, as was Mr. Arnott’s opinion, it was doubtful whether
it was produced by prolonged local irritation in a predisposed
individual, or had existed previously to the commencement of
the symptoms, and previous to the accident.
Mr. MACILWAIN made some remarks, with the view of shew-

ing that cases of constipation occasionally simulated other
diseases, particularly tumours of the abdomen. He related the
case of a lady in whom there had existed a tumour on the right
side of the abdomen for several months, which was painful
and tender to the touch. Various local applications, including
leeches and blisters, were resorted to, with the effect of affording
her temporary relief. The bowels had been habitually costive.
It was considered, at length, that the tumour might be the result
of an accumulation of feces, and means were adopted to empty the
bowels. Small doses of aloetic medicines were administered, and
at the end of thirty-six hours, " enormous quantities" of faecal
matter were evacuated, to the complete relief of the patient. -

Dr. MuRFHY inquired if, in Dr. Hocken’s case, there was any
mechanical obstruction to the evacuation of the contents of the
rectum ; and being answered in the negative, observed, that in
some cases of constipation, he had found distinct bands across the
rectum, near to the sphincter, which acted as mechanical obstruc-
tions.

OBSERVATIONS ON THE RELAXED RECTUM.

By HENRY HUNT, M.D.
The author describes this as a malady of not unfrequent oc-

currence, and productive of much inconvenience and distress.
The most prominent symptoms are, obstinate constipation, a fre-
quent desire to evacuate the bowels, a constant sensation of load
in the rectum-which is not relieved by an evacuation-and the
discharge, after much forcing, of mucus streaked with blood.
The bladder, urethra, and other adjacent organs, often partici-
pate in the irritation. On examination, the rectum will be found
preternaturally enlarged, and more or less filled with large folds
of mucous membrane pressing down on the anus, which impede
the evacuation of the ibsces, introduction of instruments, and in-
jection of enemata. This morbid condition of mucous membrane,
the author attributes to a neglected state of bowels, and repeated
great distention of the rectum by fseces, which causes the mucous
membrane, when the bowel is empty, to hang in loose folds.
This disease, if neglected or mismanaged, gives rise to prolapsus
ani, an irritable and painful state of the sphincter, and an intro-


